
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ART & Design Curriculum  

Intent, Implementation, Impact 
 



To deliver a curriculum where language acquisition, reading, 

writing and arithmetic is the bedrock of learning 

To deliver a curriculum for 
lifelong learning 

To deliver a curriculum where cultural capital, 

diversity and inclusivity is celebrated 

 

Art & Design 
at Vicarage School 

What does Art & Design look like at Vicarage Primary School? 

At Vicarage School our Art curriculum is informed by the National 

Curriculum and is taught by a Specialist Art Teacher. 

We believe that Art and Design should engage, inspire and challenge 

pupils, equipping them with the knowledge and skills to explore, 

experiment, invent and create their own art, craft and design.   

Pupils learn about great artists, historical and cultural development of art 

forms.  

Pupils develop a range of medium, such as drawing, painting, sculpture and 

other art, craft and design techniques. These skills are recalled and 

practised to develop pupil’s deeper understanding. So that as pupils 

progress, they should be able to think critically and develop a more 

rigorous understanding of art and design. 

Pupils are taught to develop their confidence and given opportunities to 
transfer their understanding of the skills by making links with their learning 
in other curriculum areas. 
 
Special Educational Needs Disability (SEND) have an additional music lesson 
by the Art specialist teacher, providing pupils with a range of opportunities 
in order for them to reach their full potential and consistently achieve 
highly from their starting points. 
 
Our Art curriculum is based on three key threshold concepts,  
Media: Develop ideas 
Visual Element: Master techniques 
Take inspiration from the greats 
 
These concepts are the ‘big ideas’ that shape our pupil’s thinking within the 

subject. The same threshold concepts are explored and revisited in each 

unit of work in every year group. This enables pupils to gradually increase 

their contextual knowledge and opens a door into a new way of thinking 

about something and therefore enhances the ability to master the subject. 

Art contributes to the three core values at Vicarage, resilience in risk 
taking, excellence in being inventive and respect in each other’s ideas and 
decision making. 

Examples of learning and enrichment 

activities at Vicarage Primary School. 

At Vicarage Primary School, Pupils learn how art 
and design both reflect and shape our history, and 
contribute to the culture, creativity and wealth of 
our nation.  
 
Pupils have a chance to develop their artistic 
creativity in a range of enrichment activities.  
 
Pupils work from Nursery to Year 6 are displayed 

and celebrated in the Art Matters Exhibition, at the 

University of East London.  

Pupils in Year 4 took part in Tate Britain Art project. 

Organised by the artist Sir Steve McQueen.  

Pupils in Year 3 attend workshop about Spain. This 

links well with the artist, Pablo Picasso.  

Pupils are invited to join the afterschool Art Club to 

further develop their passion and skills. 

Educational visits are planned effectively 

throughout the year to enhance what pupils are 

learning in class.  

 

Reasons for learning Art & Design. 

Art and Design is a vital and integral part of pupil’s 

education. It provides them with opportunities to 

develop a range of ways in which they can share and 

express their individual creativity, whilst learning about 

and making links with a wide spectrum of different types 

of art in our society.  

Art and Design contributes to pupil’s personal 

development in creativity, independence, judgement and 

self-reflection. Moreover, it enables pupils to develop a 

natural sense of wonder and curiosity about the world 

around and fire up their imagination. Learning Art is a 

fundamental means of personal expression. 

The Art & Design curriculum helps develop pupils critical 

abilities and understanding of their own and others’ 

cultural heritages through studying a diverse range of 

male and female artists and designers throughout 

history. 

Learning Art and Design will inspire the next generation 

of artists, designers, engineers, creators and cultural 

leaders that are vital to our future.  

We measure the impact of our curriculum through the 
following methods: 
✓ Assessing children’s understanding of topic linked 

vocabulary before and after the unit is taught. 
✓ Summative assessment of pupil discussions about 

their learning. 
✓ Images and videos of pupil’s practical learning. 
✓ Interviewing the pupils about their learning (pupil 

voice). 
✓ Moderation staff meetings where pupil’s books are 

scrutinised and there is the opportunity for a dialogue 
between teachers to understand their class’s work. 

✓ Annual reporting of standards across the curriculum. 
✓ Marking of written work in books. 

✓ Subject portfolio which shows learning across the 

whole school. 

 

What do the children enjoy about Art & Design 

at Vicarage Primary School? 

“I learnt to work as team and make decisions 
together”. 

“I enjoy lessons as I get to draw and make things”. 
“I look forward to my art lessons each week.” 


